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Exemplar Vermont Schools Recognized for Climate and Culture 
Vermont’s Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (VTPBIS) 

improve social and academic competence for all students 
 

BARRE – Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) is a school-wide, systems 

approach to improving social and academic competence for all students. School staff, 

administrators, and family members work together to create positive and safe learning 

environments by teaching and supporting behavior expectations in all school settings. PBIS is not a 

curriculum, intervention, or practice. Rather, it is the behavior component of a multi-tiered system 

of supports (MTSS-B) framework that uses data to guide selection, integration, and 

implementation of the best evidence-based practices for improving social and academic outcomes 

for all learners. At the foundation of this system is high-quality instruction and clear, positive 

feedback for all learners. Additional supports for any learner who needs more help in specific 

areas are provided in a timely manner; supports designed to address the unique needs of 

individuals are provided as needed.  

 

Vermont’s PBIS (VTPBiS) is now in the seventh year of implementation. Thirty-nine percent of 

Vermont schools are implementing VTPBiS in 81% of our supervisory unions/supervisory districts. 

Technical assistance, training and coaching is coordinated by the VTPBiS State Implementation 

Team that includes members from both the Vermont Agency of Education and the Center on 

Disabilities and Community Inclusion (CDCI) at the University of Vermont. The team’s purpose is 

to support capacity building in PBIS/MTSS-B implementation, as well as integration of these efforts 

with academic tiers of support.  

 

The VTPBiS State Team is recognizing eleven schools as “VTPBiS Exemplar Schools” for the 2013-

2014 school year. To receive this acknowledgement, these schools show evidence of 

implementation fidelity and demonstrate that sustained implementation has had positive effects 

on learners’ academic and behavioral performance.  The following schools were publicly 

acknowledged and congratulated during the Annual Vermont PBIS Leadership Forum on October 

7 held at Lake Morey Resort:  

 

Allen Brook School, Williston 

Bakersfield Elementary School 

Hinesburg Community School 

Jericho Elementary School 

Milton Elementary School 

St. Albans City Elementary School 

 

Williston Central School 

Williamstown Elementary School 

Barnet Elementary School 

Millers Run, Sheffield 

Dothan Brook School, White River 

Junction 

 

VTPBiS Exemplar Schools demonstrate a significant commitment on the part of staff and the 

recognition that school culture and climate contributes to the overall success for all learners.  
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For more information contact Sherry Schoenberg at Sherry.Schoenberg@uvm.edu or (802) 656-9656.  

 

Connect with the Vermont Agency of Education on Twitter (https://twitter.com/VTEducation), 

Facebook (www.facebook.com/VTEducation), and YouTube (www.youtube.com/VTEducation). 
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